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BUSES Several Guam Regional Transit Authority buses were parked Sund‘ay of the
Department of Public Works parking lot in Upper Tumon. GRTA is seeking minibuses for
its shrinking fleet. David Castro/The Guamn Daily Post

GRTA to seek
10 minibuses

By John O'Connor
john@Epostguam.com

The Guam Regional Transit Author-
ity will issue an emergency procure-
ment for 10 minibuses to augment its
shrinking fleet of vans and buses.

The procurement will be feder-
ally funded and is expected to cost
more than $1 million, according to
interim Executive Manager Celestin
Babauta.

GRTA has 12 vans and 11 mid-sized
buses but, due to constant use and
lack of maintenance, the working
fleet is down to five vans and five
buses.

There are two other buses from
Kloppenburg Enterprises Inc. that
allow the agency to service the six

para-transit and six fixed routes.
Kloppenburg is the bus operations
contractor for GRTA.

Babauta said Kloppenburg may
have two more buses available for
the agency to use.

Maintenance has been a years-
long issue for the agency. The agency
now has a maintenance contract with
Atkins Kroll Guam, Babauta added.

“They are really doing a fantastic
job for us,” he said.

The 10 new minibuses will allow
GRTA to rotate vehicles and avoid
overuse, Babauta stated, adding that
the agency is finalizing documents
that include the specifications and
information to send to the Office of
the Attorney General, hopefully by
Feb, 5.

~ Mayors .vait on recycling
. funds for cleanup efforts

By John O'Connor
joehn@postguam.com

Thereis about $1.3 million waiting in
the Recycling Revolving Fund left over
from fiscal year 2018. Fund monies
are used by mayors to contract recy
cling companies for the removal and
processing of recyclable materials,
such as vehicles that are abandoned
on the sides of Guam's roads.

The RRF was established to augment
the old Abandared Vehicle and Street-
light Fund, which was deemed insuf-
ficient for funding junk car removal,
according to a 2015 audit from the
Office of Public Accountability.

But the Mayors’ Council of Guam
has not received any RRF funding ta
use in fiscal 2019, according to MCOG
Executive Director Angel Sablan. The
council is waiting on the Guam Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, which
administers the fund.

According to EPA officials, there was
a “slight delay" in ensuring the council
receives funding.

RRF monies were not appropriated
to the councit in fiscal 2019, Instead,
the current budget law established
continuing appropriations on prior
year funding,

The RRF was appropriated in two
parts in fiscal 2018,

About $2.9 million frorm the fund was
initially appropriatedto GEPA. Achunk
of that funding, about $2.2 million,
was handed over to the mayors in the
same provision. Mayors expended
only about $800,000 of their portion
of RRF in fiscal 2018.

Whilethe MCOG received acontinu-
ing appropriation the following fiscal
year, the authority to Guam EPA for
the $2.9 million expired at the end of
fiscal 2018,

The budget laws for fiscal 2018 and
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2019 appeared to contradict each
other.

Nick Lee, Guam EPA spokesman,
said GEPA is working with the MCOG
and Bureau of Budget and Manage-
ment Research in an effort to comply
with both budget acts. This caused an

“unintended, sfight delay” in ensuring
funding could be remitted to mayors,
Lee said.

On Jan. 23, the Post confirmed with
Lester Carlson, director of Bureau of
Budget and Management Research,
that leftover RRF funds from 2018
should be available to the MCOG
based on continuing appropriations.

While mayorswait on funding, Guam
EPA stated it would work with the
MCOG to ensure funds are available.
A memorandum of understanding has
to be approved before funds are remit-
ted. Guam EPA does not expect delays
developing the MOU with the MCOG,
Lee said.

Contractor availability

However, funding isn't the only issue
affecting mayors' ability to collect
recyclables around the island.

According to Dededo Mayor and
current MCOG President Melissa Sava-
res, contractor availability alsc weighs
on mayors’ progress in doing things
such as clearing the roadsides of aban-
doned vehicles,

By faw, any company contracted
by mayors to perform recycling work
must be permitted by Guam EPA. Oniy
a small pool of contractors are avail-
able to work an all villages on Guam,
Savares said. For example, there are
only three contractors licensed to
accept abandoned vehicles,

She said, when funding is made
available, all 19 mayors wili try to get
their villages cleared up but they are all
working with the same three contrac-
tors. “Soit takes more time for us to get
things doneinthevillage,” Savares said.

Savares-also hoped RRF, funding
could be issued earlier. In 2018, the
MCOG did not get recycling funds untit
the end of June, about three months
before the end of the fiscal year.
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Opposition lawmaker:
Venezuela funds
transfer blocked

CARACAS (Reuters) - A bank in
Portugal has blocked Venezuela's
attempt to transfer $1.2 billion to
Uruguay, a lawmaker said on Tuesday
as the opposition to President Nicolas
Maduro warned of the theft of public
funds, while the United States sent
food and medical aid to the Venezue-
lan-Colombian border.

Pressure is building on Maduro, a
soclalist, to resign amid an economic
crisis marked by widespread short-
ages and hyperinflation, with the
United States and a growing number

of other nations recognizing opposi-
tion leader Juan Guaido as Venezue-
la's legitimate president,

Pope Francis on Tuesday expressed
willingness for the Vatican to mediate
Venezuela's mounting crisis if both
sides seek it. Russia, which along
with China has backed Maduro in the
crisis, underscored its view that the
crisis can be resolved only with nego-
tiations between the government and
opposition.

Guaide, who declared himself
interim president last month, is
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GUAIDO: Venezuelan opposition leader
Juan Guoido tafks to the media before a
session of the National Assembly in Cara-
cas, Venezuelo, on Feb. 5.

Manaure Quintero/Reuters

scheduled to meet later on Tuesday
with business leaders at Venezuela's
main business group, Fedecamaras,
to discuss an economic recavery plan
under a future transition government
in the OPEC-member South Ameri-
can country.,

Maduro's adversaries have warned

that Venezuelan officials are seek-
ing to drain state coffers ahead of a
potential change of government.

Portugal-based Novo 8anco
halted the $1.2 billion transfer of
Venezuelan government financial
assets to Uruguayan banks, legis-
lator Carfos Paparoni said during a
congressional session, a day after
Guaido said authorities were trying
to move funds.

“I'm pleased to inform the Vene-
zuelan people that this transaction
has until now been halted, protecting
the resources of all Venezuelans,”
Paparoni said,

Venezuela's Information Ministry,
which handles all media inquiries, did
not immediately respond to a request
to comment.

Lisbon-based Novo Banco, which
is 75 percent-owned by U.S. private
equity firm Lone Star Funds, did not
immediately respond te a request for
comrent,

60K data breaches reported under new EU rules

LONDON (Thomson Reuters Foun-
dation) - Almost 60,000 personal
data breaches have been reported
to Europe’s regulators since the EU
adopted a landmark privacy law,
according to figures published on
Tuesday thatcampaigners said should
spur people to think twice about what
they share online.

The EU's General Data Protection

sgulation (GDPR) requires organi-
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REGULAR BOARD MEETING
Thursday, February 14, 2019
at 3:00 PM

al the Terlaje Professional Building,
194 Hernan Cortez Avenue, 2 Floor,
Suite 209 Health Professional
Licensing Office Board Conference
Room, Hagatna, Guam.

Persons with disabilities needing
special accommodations may call
Jimmy Sian at 735-7172.
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THE GUAM BOARD OF
BARBERING & COSMETOLOGY
Regular Board Meeting
on Monday, February 11,2019,
9:00 AM at the Health Professional
Licensing Office Board Conference
Room, Tertaje Professional Bldg, 2
Floor Suite 209 Hagatna.

.+ More information centact Board office at
735-710 thru 12, Persons with disabilities
needing special accommodations
may call Jimmy Sian at 735-7102 or the
Telecommunication ~ Device  for  the
Hearing/Speech Impatred {TOD) at 649-1801.

zations holding personal information,
such as a person’s name, address and
religion, to notify authorities when they
suffer a breach - or face a hefty fine.
Leaks reported since the law was
adopted in May 2018 included anything
from major hacks to minor incidents
such as an email sent to the wrong
address or lost USB stick, according to
a study by globat law firm DLA Piper,
"The GDPR is driving personal data

breach out into the open” said Ross
McKean, a partner at the firm special-
izing in cyber and data protection.

Of the 26 countries analyzed, the
Netherlands, Germany and Britain
reported the most breaches, while
ltaly, Greece and Romania had the
lowest per capita rate of reporting
- something that suggested varying
levels of compliance, said McKean.

Francisco Vera, an advocacy officer

at campaign group Privacy interna-
tional, said it was hard to tell whether
the total number of breaches was
unusually high, as it was the first time
such figures were available.

"That alone shows how important
breach notifications are” he said.
"They reinforce accountability of
those whoare processing our personal
data and make consumers aware of
the risks they might be facing.”
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Contractovs with MBEAWBE participation.

Guam Housing ard Urban Renewal Authority (HURA) will receive seal
and Dededo untl 2:60 pm an February 13, 2019, in the Board Room located at Main Offie in Sinajana.

On January 29, 201221 10:60 am, GHURA will conduct a prebid conference
prebid canference to anyone who desirgs an onsite visit. A non-rafundable
documents wid be on file and available for inspection beginning on January 16, 2019 between the hours af 8 0
p m. Monday through Friday except on halidays at GHURA Main Office

For all contracts, which exceed $100,000, the successful bidder will be re
coniract price. The Contraclor must not discriminate on the basis of rac
services. Aestriction Against Contractces Employing Convicted Sex Offen

The successhul bidder will be required to the best possible and
1.A goal of awarding at least 50 percent of the dollar val

GHURA intends to award a contract on the basis of the lowest 2
period of sixty (50} days subsequent to the opeing of bids without the: prior written consent of GHURA.

Invitation For Bid

This ad s paid with HUD Funds by GHURA

GHURA is an Equal Oppartunity Employer.
Ray S. Topasna

Exacutive Dizector

deposit of $50.00 is required for

Junhus F. Timmriei
Ll Cotvraer of Coum

Renovation of Seven Public Housing Units at Various AMP’s
IFB # GHURA-01-16-2019-AMPs

ed proposals to renovate seven vacant GHURA urits in AMP2-Yana, AMP3-Agat and AMP4-Toto

at GHURA office in Sinajana. Site and unit review wil be arranged by GHURA stal after the
each set of bidding documerits. Copies of the bidding
03 m and 12:00 p.m. and between 1:00 p.m. and 4.00

A Bid Guarantee in the amount of 5% of the %otal base bid must accompany each bid, which exceeds $160,000.00. Bid guarantee shall be a Bid Bond secured by a surety
campany authorized to do business in Guam and Isted in te latest Department of Treasury Circular 570 published in the Federal Register; or as permitted by state law,
a certified check, bank draft, or U.$. Governmant Bond at par value. All Big Guarantees must be made payatle to G

HURA, Personal checks will nafbe accepted. GHURA
reserves the right to waive iregularities and to reject any or ail bids. Faiure to subrmit a bid propeely shall result

in rejection of the bid

quired to fuenish and pay for satisfactory Performance and Payment bonding for 100% of the
e, colar. religion, gender age, disabitty. or nationa! orgin In employment or the provision of
ders from Working at Government of Guam Venyes {§5253 of Title 5 Guarm Code Arrotated)

oreatest extent feasible accomplish the following:
ve of constructicn contracts to Minority ander Women Businiess Enterprizes MBE/WBE] or General

2. Inaccordance with Section 3 of the U.S. Dapartment of Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968, all canstruction contractors. to the maximum extent
feasible, shall provide raining. contracting, and emplayment opportunities to low income residents residing in GHURA.

nd most responsible id for the work described in the bid documents. No bid sha be withdrawn for a

AT el

GHURA does not discriminate against persans with disabifties.

The Chief Planner has been designated as Section 504 Coordinator,

The Consdinator £an be contatted at the above address and telephona numbers:




